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Building Background  

DIRECTIONS 
List as many forms of transportation as you can. Think about those that 
were used in the past, those that are being used now, and those that 
will be used in the future.  

DIRECTIONS Choose two of the transportation methods you wrote above. Compare 
and contrast them in a Venn Diagram. 

___________________ ___________________ 

Both 



 Vocabulary  Definition 
    
1) blind 

 
 

 To keep moving because you are bored 

2) narrow 
 
 

 Cannot see 

3) fidget 
 
 

 In a way that shows good manners 

4) ashamed 
 
 

 Not wide 

5) politely 
 

 A feeling of embarrassment or guilt 

 

 

 Draw a line from the target vocabulary to the definition. Use a 
dictionary to help you if needed. 

   
1) 
 
 

The sightless mole used his stick 
to know where he was going. 

_______________ 

   
2) 
 
 

My sister was embarrassed by 
what she did. _______________ 

   
3) 
 
 

A strange animal nervously 
played with its long ears. 

_______________ 

   
4) 
 
 

The driver nicely opened the car 
door for the old lady. _______________ 

   
5) 
 
 

My piece of paper had a picture 
of a thin path. _______________ 

 

narrow fidgeted ashamed politely blind 
 

Target Vocabulary 1 

DIRECTIONS 

DIRECTIONS Write the words from the chart next to the sentence that has an 
underlined word of similar meaning. Draw a line to the correct picture. 

 



 

Use the target vocabulary to complete the following sentences. DIRECTIONS 

Look at the following pictures. Use the target vocabulary to write 
interesting sentences about the pictures. 

1. narrow 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

2. ashamed 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

3. blind 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

4. fidgeting 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

5. politely 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 

DIRECTIONS 

 

1) I helped the _______________ lady cross the road. 

2) He walked carefully across the _______________ log. 

3) The _______________ boy promised never to steal candies again. 

4) You should speak _______________ to your teachers. 

5) A nervous man _______________ with his mustache while he was waiting. 

DIRECTIONS See how the target vocabulary was used in the above sentences. 
Decide if the words were adjectives, nouns, adverbs, or verbs.  

ADJECTIVES NOUNS ADVERBS VERBS 
   

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DIRECTIONS 

1) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

2) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

3) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

4) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

5) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

Use the words from the chart to write original sentences. Draw pictures 
to go with your sentences. 

ashamed fidgeted narrow politely blind 
 



 Vocabulary  Definition 
    
1) timidly 

 
 

 To be afraid or scared 

2) homestead 
 
 

 Making a loud, deep noise 

3) conductor 
 
 

 In a way that is shy or scared 

4) roaring 
 
 

 A house with its buildings and land 

5) frightened 
 

 A person who collects train fares 

 

 

 Draw a line from the target vocabulary to the definition. Use a 
dictionary to help you if needed. 

   
1) 
 
 

They lived in a huge farmhouse 
surrounded by nature. 

_______________ 

   
2) 
 
 

The scared turtle hid in its shell 
after it was attacked. _______________ 

   
3) 
 
 

The ticket collector had a huge 
mustache. 

_______________ 

   
4) 
 
 

A jet ski went zooming by at an 
extremely high speed.  _______________ 

   
5) 
 
 

My sister reluctantly put her 
hand in the cage to feed my rats. _______________ 

 

homestead conductor frightened timidly roaring 
 

Target Vocabulary 2 

DIRECTIONS 

DIRECTIONS Write the words from the chart next to the sentence that has an 
underlined word of similar meaning. Draw a line to the correct picture. 

 



 

Use the target vocabulary to complete the following sentences. DIRECTIONS 

Look at the following pictures. Use the target vocabulary to write 
interesting sentences about the pictures. 

1. frightened 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

2. conductor 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

3. timidly 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

4. homestead 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

5. roared 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 

DIRECTIONS 

 

1) I want to live in a _______________ that is surrounded by animals. 

2) The _______________ child put her head under the blanket. 

3) He _______________ entered the classroom because his teacher was very angry. 

4) A motorcycle went _______________ by and splashed mud on my new dress. 

5) My uncle became a _______________ because he loved trains. 

DIRECTIONS See how the target vocabulary was used in the above sentences. 
Decide if the words were adjectives, nouns, adverbs, or verbs.  

ADJECTIVES NOUNS ADVERBS VERBS 
   

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DIRECTIONS 

1) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

2) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

3) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

4) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

5) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

Use the words from the chart to write original sentences. Draw pictures 
to go with your sentences. 

frightened timidly conductor homestead roaring 
 



 Vocabulary  Definition 
    
1) depot 

 
 

 A train station 

2) satchel 
 
 

 A small bag  

3) dreadful 
 
 

 A track for trains 

4) railroad 
 
 

 A vehicle pulled by horses 

5) wagon 
 

 Very bad 

 

 

 Draw a line from the target vocabulary to the definition. Use a 
dictionary to help you if needed. 

   
1) 
 
 

I bought a new bag that had a 
long shoulder strap. 

_______________ 

   
2) 
 
 

The main waited patiently at the 
station for the train to come. _______________ 

   
3) 
 
 

The poor horse pulled the heavy 
cart on a very hot day. 

_______________ 

   
4) 
 
 

The bad bird attacked the scared 
lady on the beach. _______________ 

   
5) 
 
 

Workers were trying to fix the 
train tracks. _______________ 

 

wagon railroad depot satchel dreadful 
 

Target Vocabulary 3 

DIRECTIONS 

DIRECTIONS Write the words from the chart next to the sentence that has an 
underlined word of similar meaning. Draw a line to the correct picture. 

 



 

Use the target vocabulary to complete the following sentences. DIRECTIONS 

Look at the following pictures. Use the target vocabulary to write 
interesting sentences about the pictures. 

1. railroad 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

2. dreadful 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

3. wagon 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

4. satchel 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

5. depot 

 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 

DIRECTIONS 

 

1) I felt _______________ that I lied to my mom. 

2) The train stopped at the _______________ to pick up passengers. 

3) Someone had opened my _______________ and took my things. 

4) Trains thundered down the _______________ at very fast speeds. 

5) In the old days, people traveled by _______________. 

DIRECTIONS See how the target vocabulary was used in the above sentences. 
Decide if the words were adjectives, nouns, adverbs, or verbs.  

ADJECTIVES NOUNS ADVERBS VERBS 
   

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DIRECTIONS 

1) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

2) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

3) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

4) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

5) 

 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

Use the words from the chart to write original sentences. Draw pictures 
to go with your sentences. 

wagon dreadful satchel depot railroad 
 



 

Pre-Reading Questions  

DIRECTIONS Don’t read the story yet. Look at the pictures to guess what happens 
in the story.  

1) Where and when do you think this story is set? (pp.111-113) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

2) What tickets do you think the lady is buying? (p.113) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

3) How do you think people traveled around the place? (pp.114-115) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

4) How do you think the children feel riding on a train? Please explain. (p.117) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

5) Describe the buildings you see on pages 118-119. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

6) Why do you think the girl in gray is not looking out of the window? (p.120) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

7) How do people pass the time on the train? (pp.122-123)  

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

8) What do you think the boy with the candy and gum is trying to do? (p.125) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 



 

Multiple Choice Comprehension  

DIRECTIONS Read the questions and circle the correct answers. 

1) Who became blind after being sick 
with scarlet fever? 

a) Grace 
b) Laura 
c) Mary 
d) Carrie 

 
2) What month was it? 
a) April 
b) June 
c) September 
d) December 

 
3) How was the Ingalls family 

traveling to Tracy? 
a) By wagon 
b) By train 
c) By horse 
d) By foot 

 
4) What kind of dress was Laura 

wearing? 
a) Gray with blue flowers 
b) Pink with pink ribbons 
c) Dark green 
d) Brown with small red flowers 

 
5) What were the train seats like? 
a) They were red velvet 
b) They were red leather 
c) They were gold velvet 
d) They were gold leather 

6) How far would the train go in one 
hour? 

a) 3 miles 
b) 7 miles 
c) 12 miles 
d) 20 miles 

 
7) How many tickets did Ma give the 

conductor to punch? 
a) 2 
b) 3 
c) 4 
d) 5 

 
8) What did the man with bristly 

eyebrows and long mustache do on 
the train that made Laura excited? 

a) He was reading a newspaper 
b) He was looking at a map 
c) He got some water from the train 
d) He wore a red velvet hat with roses 

 
9) What was in the boy’s basket? 
a) Boxes of candy 
b) Sticks of chewing gum 
c) Both a and b 
d) Nothing 

 
10) How much did the candy 

cost? 
a) 10 cents 
b) 12 cents 
c) 15 cents 
d) 20 cents 

 



 

Written Comprehension  

DIRECTIONS 

1) Why is Pa not traveling with his family? (p.111) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

2) What made riding on the train a little scary? (p.112) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

3) How can you tell that Ma is nervous about the trip? (p.116) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

4) Why didn’t Carrie and Grace need tickets to ride on the train? (p.119) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

5) How does Laura help Mary? (p.121) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

6) On page 121, Mary said, “Yes, I see.” What does she mean by this? 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

7) What did Laura think the men with the map were going to do? (p.122) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

8) Why did Ma decide to buy some candy? (p.126) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

Answer the following questions using complete sentences. 



 

Comic Strip Presentation 

Draw pictures that illustrate the main events from the story.  Then, use your 
pictures to retell the story to your teacher in your own words. 

DIRECTIONS 
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